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INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS 
WHY PUBLISH WITH INTERNATIONAL REVIEW OF SOCIAL RESEARCH 
Articles published in IRSR are free to download and indexed in a wide variety of 
international databases, which make them easy to find, read and cite.  
The articles published in IRSR are assessed by at least 2 reviewers. Generally, IRSR uses a 
double blind peer review process. Moreover, the journal promotes and imposes 
international standards for research ethics, publication ethics and scientific reporting.  
IRSR publishes original papers from all the social science disciplines (from sociology to 
anthropology). 
The journal does not have article processing charges (APCs) or article submission charges. 
IRSR PUBLICATION CRITERIA 
General note. The journal publishes only original (unpublished anywhere else) work, 
grounded in all areas of sociology, social/cultural anthropology and cognate disciplines such 
as cultural studies, social policy and industrial relations. We also encourage the submission 
of research articles that cover emergent, borderland and unexplored topics in sociology, 
anthropology and social sciences (in general). 
1. IRSR publishes regular and special issues consisting of original papers focused on 
particular topics. All submissions that contribute to the base of scientific knowledge (i.e. the 
social sciences area) are welcome. IRSR will not consider: letters; commentaries; essays; 
opinion pieces; purely theoretical research. IRSR is a good platform for publishing: 
systematic reviews; submissions describing methods, software, databases, or other tools; 
quantitative and qualitative research; studies reporting negative results.  
2. Results reported have not been published elsewhere. IRSR does not accept for 
publication papers (studies) that have already been published, wholly or partially, elsewhere 
in the peer-review literature. Moreover, we will not consider submissions that are currently 
under consideration for publication elsewhere.  
All figures, tables and images included in manuscripts should be original and should not 
have been published in any previous publications. We will also consider work that has been 
presented at conferences.  
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3. Experiments, statistics, and other types of analyses are performed to a high technical 
standard and are described in sufficient detail.  
4. Conclusions are presented in an appropriate fashion and are supported by the data. The 
data presented in the manuscript must support the conclusions drawn. Submissions will be 
rejected if the interpretation of results is unjustified or inappropriate, so authors should 
avoid overstating their conclusions.  
5. The paper is presented in an intelligible fashion and is written in standard English. The 
language in submitted articles must be clear, correct, and unambiguous. Papers that do not 
meet these standards may be rejected. 
6. The article adheres to appropriate reporting guidelines and community standards for 
data availability. Authors must follow standards and practice for data deposition in publicly 
available resources. In other words, all data underlying the findings described in the 
manuscript should be made fully available without restriction. All data and related metadata 
must be deposited in an appropriated public repository, unless already provided as part of 
the submitted article or supporting information. If there are restrictions on the ability of 
authors to publicly share data, these reasons must be specified. 
IRSR MANUSCRIPT GUIDELINES 
1. Format Requirements. All submissions should be prepared with the following files: cover 
letter; manuscript, including tables and figure legends; figures (guidelines for preparing 
figures can be found at the Figure and Table Guidelines). Prior to submission, authors who 
believe their manuscripts would benefit from professional editing are encouraged to use 
language-editing and copyediting services. Obtaining this service is the responsibility of the 
author, and should be done before initial submission.  
Cover Letter 
You should supply an approximately one page cover letter that: a) concisely summarizes 
why your paper is a valuable addition to the scientific literature; b) briefly relates your study 
to previously published work; c) specifies the type of article you are submitting (for 
example, research article, systematic review, meta-analysis etc.); d) describes any prior 
interactions with IRSR regarding the submitted manuscript; e) suggests appropriate IRSR 
Academic Editors to handle your manuscript; f) lists any opposed reviewers.  
Manuscript organization 
Manuscripts submitted to IRSR should have 4,000 to 8,000 words, including references. 
Generally, articles longer than that will be rejected.  
Manuscripts should begin with the ordered sections: Title; Authors; Affiliations; 
Abstract; Introduction, and end with the sections of: Acknowledgments; References; 
Supporting Information Captions.  
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Figures should be cited in ascending numeric order upon first appearance. Each 
figure caption should then be inserted immediately after the first paragraph in which it is 
cited in the article file. Figures should not be included in the main manuscript file. Each 
figure must be prepared and submitted as an individual file. 
Tables should be cited in ascending numeric order upon first appearance. Each table 
should then be inserted immediately after the first paragraph in which it is cited in the 
article file. 
The title, authors, and affiliations should all be included on a title page as the first 
page of the manuscript file. 
There are no explicit requirements for section organization between these beginning 
and ending sections. Articles may be organized in different ways and with different section 
titles, according to the authors' preference. In most cases, internal sections include: 
materials and methods; results; discussion; conclusions. IRSR has no specific requirements 
for the order of these sections, and in some cases it may be appropriate to combine 
sections. 
Abbreviations should be kept to a minimum and defined upon first use in the text. 
Non-standard abbreviations should not be used unless they appear at least three times in 
the text. 
If your accepted submission contains footnotes, you will be asked to move that 
material into either the main text or the reference list, depending on the content. 
2. Instructions on standard sections 
2.1. Title. The (full) title must be 250 characters or fewer. It should be specific, descriptive, 
concise, and comprehensible to readers outside the subject field. Avoid abbreviations if 
possible.  
 
2.2. Authors and affiliations. All author names should be listed in the following order: 
 First names (or initials, if used), 
 Middle names (or initials, if used), and 
 Last names (surname, family name) 
Each author should list an associated department, university, or organizational affiliation 
and its location, including city, state/province (if applicable), and country. If the article has 
been submitted on behalf of a consortium, all author names and affiliations should be listed 
at the end of the article. 
To qualify for authorship, one should contribute to all of the following: 
 Conception and design of the work, acquisition of data, or analysis and 
interpretation of data; 
 Drafting the article or revising it critically for important intellectual content; 
 Final approval of the version to be published; 
 Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work. 
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2.3. Abstract. The abstract should: a) describe the main objective(s) of the study; b) explain 
how the study was done, without methodological detail; c) summarize the most important 
results and their significance; d) not exceed 300 words. 
Abstracts should not include: citations; abbreviations, if possible. 
2.4. Keywords. Four to six keywords should follow the abstract paragraph.  
 
2.5. Introduction. The introduction should: a) provide background that puts the manuscript 
into context and allows readers outside the field to understand the purpose and significance 
of the study; b) define the problem addressed and why it is important; c) include a brief 
review of the key literature; d) note any relevant controversies or disagreements in the 
field; e) conclude with a brief statement of the overall aim of the work and a comment 
about whether that aim was achieved.  
 
2.6. Materials and Methods. This section should provide enough detail to allow suitably 
skilled investigators to fully replicate your study. Specific information and/or protocols for 
new methods should be included in detail. If materials, methods, and protocols are well 
established, authors may cite articles where those protocols are described in detail, but the 
submission should include sufficient information to be understood independent of these 
references. We encourage authors to submit detailed protocols for newer or less well-
established methods as Supporting Information.  
 
2.7. Results, Discussion, and Conclusions. These sections may all be separate, or may be 
combined to create a mixed Results/Discussion section (commonly labeled "Results and 
Discussion") or a mixed Discussion/Conclusions section (commonly labeled "Discussion"). 
These sections may be further divided into subsections, each with a concise subheading, as 
appropriate. These sections should have a clear and concise language.  
 
2.8. Acknowledgments. People who contributed to the work but do not fit the IRSR 
authorship criteria should be listed in the acknowledgments, along with their contributions. 
You must ensure that anyone named in the acknowledgments agrees to being so named. 
Funding sources should not be included in the acknowledgments, or anywhere in the 
manuscript file. You will provide this information during the manuscript submission process. 
 
2.9. References. IRSR uses the reference style as outlined in the American Sociological 
Society style (i.e. the ‚ASA’ style; further details on http://www.asanet.org/). Only works 
cited in the text should be listed in the bibliography.  
 
Books 
Edelman, Peter, Harry J. Holzer, and Paul Offner. 2006. Reconnecting Disadvantaged 
Young Men. Washington, DC: Urban Institute Press.  
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Editions of books 
McCullagh, Peter and John A. Nedler. 1989. Generalized Linear Models. 2nd ed. 
London, England: Chapman and Hall. 
 
Volumes of books 
Thirsk, Joan, ed. 1984. The Agrarian History of England and Wales. Vol. 5, 1640-1750. 
Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Edited volumes 
Leonard, Kimberly Kempf, Carl E. Pope, and William H. Feyerherm, eds. 1995. 
Minorities in Juvenile Justice. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 
 
Chapters from Books 
Palacios, Wilson R., Chinita Heard, and Dorothy L. Taylor. 2003. ''At a Crossroad: 
Affirmative Action and Criminology." Pp. 415-29 in Crime Control and Social justice: 
The Delicate Balance, edited by D. F. Hawkins, S. L. Myers, Jr., and R.N. Stone. 
Westport, CT: Greenwood Press. 
 
Articles from Journals 
Fine, Gary Alan and Kent Sandstrom. 1993. "Ideology in Action: A Pragmatic 
Approach to a Contested Concept." Sociological Theory 11 (1): 21-38. 
 
Sampson, Robert J., Jeffrey D. Morenoff, and Felton Earls. 1999. "Beyond Social 
Capital: Spatial Dynamics of Collective Efficacy for Children." American Sociological 
Review 64(5): 633-60. 
 
Articles from Newspapers and Magazines 
Guiles, Melinda and Krystal Miller. 1990. "Mazda and Mitsubishi-Chrysler Venture 
Cut Output, Following Big Three's Lead." Wall Street journal, January 12, pp. A2, A12. 
 
Archival Sources 
George Meany Memorial Archives, Legislature Reference Files, Box 6. March 18, 
1970. File: 20. Memo, Conference with Gloster Current, Director of Organization, 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. 
 
American Sociological Association Archives, Certificate ofindebtedness Folders, Box 
32, Folder 8, 1935-1939. Certificate of Indebtedness, 1935. Pennsylvania State 
University. 
 
Government Documents 
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U.S. Bureau of the Census. 1960. Characteristics of Population. Vol. 1. Washington, 
DC: U.S. Government Printing Office.  
 
U.S. Department of Justice. Bureau of Justice Statistics. 1984. Criminal Victimization 
in the U.S., 1983. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office. 
 
Dissertations and Theses 
King, Andrew J. 1976. "Law and Land Use in Chicago: A Pre-History of Modern 
Zoning." PhD dissertation, Department of Sociology, University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, WI. 
 
Unpublished Papers 
Nomiya, Daishiro. 1988. "Urbanization and Income Inequality: A Cross-National 
Study." Department of Sociology, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC. 
Unpublished manuscript. 
Poster session 
Smith, Tom. 2003. "General Social Survey." Paper presented at the Annual Meeting 
of the American Sociological Association, August 16, Atlanta, GA. Retrieved June 5, 
2010 (http:/ /www.allacademic.com/meta/p 106319_index.html). 
 
Working and Discussion Papers 
Dickens, William T. and Kevin Lang. 1985. "Testing Dual Labor Market Theory: A 
Reconsideration of the Evidence." Working Paper No. 1670, National Bureau of 
Economic Research, Chicago, IL. 
 
Presented papers 
Zerubavel, Eviatar. 1978. "The Benedictine Ethic and the Spirit of Scheduling." 
Presented at the annual meeting of the International Society for the Comparative 
Study of Civilizations, April 22, Milwaukee, WI. 
 
2.10. Tables. All tables should have titles placed above and the source(s) places beneath it. 
They should be numbered consecutively. Tables should be placed on separate sheets, apart 
from the manuscript. However, throughout the manuscript, indications to their placement 
must be made. Include a descriptive title for each table. Specify what the table presents 
(means, coefficients, percentages) and include information about the dataset and time 
frame. Include who/what, when, and where in table (and figure) titles to provide an 
accurate and comprehensive description (particularly important if the table is ever viewed 
independently of the accompanying article). 
 
2.11. Illustrations. Any diagram, photograph, chart should be named “Figure” in the 
manuscript. Black and white illustrations are accepted, as long as their resolution is high 
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(more than 300 dpi). Images should be sent or uploaded separately from the main text, with 
an indication in the text as to their placement.  
 
2.12. Proofs and offprints. Before publication, the corresponding author will receive proofs. 
They need to be returned to the editors within 15 days since received.  
